
 

Great work is happening everyday 

at Carolina Wildlife Care, but we 

are just beginning to scratch the 

surface of what we can truly    

accomplish for wildlife.  Carolina 

Wildlife Care thanks you for your 

continued commitment to our 

mission.  We look forward to  

sharing with you the highlights and 

challenges that lie ahead!  

Have you been thinking about  

getting involved with Carolina 

Wildlife Care?  

Now is the perfect time to do it!  

CWC is looking for people and 

businesses, who are committed to 

the well-being of South Carolinaõs 

wildlife and want to see CWC and 

wildlife thrive.  We need help with 

public relations, fundraising, grants,  

graphics design, sponsorships, in 

addition to wildlife educators, off-

site rehabilitators  and transport-

ers.  To get  involved now, contact 

Volunteer Coordinator, Ann 

Yancey,  at 803-772-3994 or by 

email at                                  

carolinawildlifecare@sc.rr.com. 

Carolina Wildlife Care is a very 

special placeéunlike any other in 

South Carolina.  Over the past 18 

years, this once small group of 

wildlife rehabilitators has evolved 

into a leading wildlife center    

responding to wildlife rehabilitation 

needs throughout the state.    

However, as the environment  

continues to change, so do the 

challenges facing wildlife.  Unless 

CWC addresses issues outside the 

confines of its existing Center, the 

animal caseload will continue to 

climb.   

Carolina Wildlife Care realized that 

it had reached a crossroads in its 

life cycle, and the time had come to 

reevaluate the mission that had 

guided it for so long,- òto rehabili-

tate sick and injured wildlife and to 

return healthy wildlife back into its 

environment.ó  Does CWC exist 

today for the same reason it did 18 

years ago?  Do we want to be  

responders and only care for that 

which has already been impacted, 

or do we want to be proactive in 

minimizing the impact?  How do 

we best address the issues that are 

creating the need for wildlife   

rehabilitation in the first place?  

These are tough questions, but 

they warranted closer examination.   

With the wonderful help and guid-

ance of consultant and Executive 

Director, Ed Clark from the 

Wildlife Center of Virginia, CWC 

staff, volunteers and board     

members began the arduous task 

of answering these questions and 

others.  After many hours of  

meetings, discussion, dozens of 

emails, countless revisions, and a 

few respectful disagreements, a 

mission statement evolved that will 

move Carolina Wildlife Care into 

the next 18 years (or longer) and 

really answers the question òwhy 

does CWC exist today?ó  

òTo establish harmony be-

tween humans and wildlife 

while instilling an appreciation 

for nature.ó    

CWC will use rehabilitation and 

education to fulfill this mission with 

the intended purposes: 

To treat sick, injured and 

orphaned wildlife with the 

intent of returning them in a 

healthy condition to their 

original habitat. 

To teach the importance of 

wildlife and conservation  

issues and create a better 

understanding of the        

increasing human wildlife  

interface and the challenges it 

places on wildlife. 

To teach wildlife rehabilitation 

to other rehabilitators and 

animal care professionals. 

To teach the importance of 

conserving tracts of          

wilderness for supporting 

wildlife populations in urban 

areas and other areas under 

heavy development pressure. 

Wildlife Educator, Felicia Best 

talks to youth on Kidõs Day at 

Wingardõs Nursery. 
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Thank you to 
Lewis & Babcock 
for their help in 
the mailing of 
this edition of 
Wild Things.  

Establishing harmony between humans and wildlife.    

Check out our new 
and improved 

website.  Itõs packed 
with information on 

wildlife, events, 
rescue, and more!  
Learn how we are 

putting your 
donations to work!  

Visit the site at  
www.carolinawildlife.

org 



òAs good stewards of 

the world that weõre 

changing, we all 

have a responsibility 

to ensure that places 

exist for wildlife 

feeling the pressure 

from these changes.ó   

Joanna Weitzel  

Executive Director  

Carolina Wildlife Care  

Recently, my son Davis tried to enter a busy 

road to remove a plastic bag that was blowing 

across it.  As he ran into the street yelling, 

òtrash!ó his desire to do the right thing impeded 

his better judgment of looking both ways before 

doing it.  While I applauded his civic minded-

ness, we had a brief discussion about not acting 

impulsively no matter how altruistic the cause.  

Itõs important to keep in mind the greater good 

and proceed responsibly.  Otherwise, there 

could be one less person around to pick up 

discarded trash! 

 

This little life lesson came on the heels of a dis-

cussion that I had recently entered into with a 

colleague.  Do non-native species (geese,     

starlings), or ònuisanceó species (squirrels, deer), 

take resources away from other animals that 

should be of òmoreó concern?  It was not the 

first time that I have addressed the question, 

and it wonõt be the last, especially moving    

forward as needs and resources change.  But it 

is a question well-worth examining and the issue 

is among the reasons that Carolina Wildlife 

Care began to re-examine its mission statement.   

This colleague is a highly intelligent, caring   

person and someone I respect.  But, we      

examined the question from very different   

perspectives. 

 

Assuming the role of judge and jury and deciding 

which species are worth saving is not a       

comfortable one to take, but decisions must be 

made based on the greater good.  From CWCõs 

perspective, all wildlife has a fundamental right 

to receive adequate and humane care during a 

time of need.  The number of non-native species 

admitted to our center at this time is not likely 

to have a significant impact to the speciesõ   

overall population in the wild or on CWCõs 

overall resources.  With regards to other native 

species with larger populations, often referred 

to as ònuisanceó species, the term ònuisanceó is 

subjective.  What one person deems a nuisance 

animal, another person is likely to have a special 

fondness for it.  The vast majority of all animals 

being presented to CWC are arriving from     

human related causes resulting from          

modifications to their environment.  As good 

stewards of the world that weõre changing, we 

all have a responsibility to ensure that places 

exist for wildlife feeling the pressures from 

these changes.  Carolina Wildlife Care is here to 

respond to and improve the negative impact on 

wildlife, whatever it may be. 

 

We do recognize the challenges that such non-

native and populated species present today and 

choose to address them head-on through      

increased educational efforts and non-lethal 

solutions.  Wildlife centers and wildlife         

rehabilitators must frequently address this issue 

across the United States.  And when resources 

become tight, they must often reevaluate and 

base difficult decisions on the impact that such 

species have, both on their own resources and    

locally. 

 

Is this the right way or the wrong way to    

respond?  It depends on whom you are talking 

to you.  But either way, the decisions being 

made today are not without careful             

consideration for tomorrow. 

 

Carolina Wildlife Care will continue to look 

both ways before crossing.  And should the 

costs of picking up a bag become too high, we 

are mindful that we may not be able to retrieve 

every bag that is discarded.  But for now, we 

choose to continue our clean up efforts and 

move forward based on the traffic coming our 

way! 

 

Best Wishes, 

From the Executive Director 
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CWC Welcomes New Members to Board 
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Carolina Wildlife Care is pleased to 

announce that naturalist Rudy 

Mancke , environmental educator 

Yancey McLeod , and veterinarian 

Dr. Al Segars have joined its 

Board of Directors. 

Rudy Mancke hosted S.C. ETV's 

nationally acclaimed NatureScene 

TV for 23 years and served as 

SCETV's director of nature      

programming.  Before coming to     

television, Rudy served as the  

natural history curator at the South 

Carolina State Museum for 10 

years.  His field trips, broadcast 

nationwide, earned him large   

numbers of dedicated viewers.  He 

has since moved into a new career 

as a Distinguished Lecturer in 

Natural History at USC in the 

School of the Environment and still 

maintains a busy speaking schedule.  

Yancey McLeod, Jr. is an      

environmental educator, wildlife 

consultant, and owner of Yancey 

Environmental Solutions.  Yancey is 

a lawyer by training.  But, from his 

home on 1,100 acre Cooks' Moun-

tain, Yancey devotes an enormous 

amount of his time to conservation 

and education.  Yancey not only 

manages his property at Cooksõ 

Mountain for timber and wildlife, 

but also has developed an        

educational program enjoyed by 

hundreds of elementary students 

from the surrounding area.  Cooksõ 

Mountain has recently become a 

CWC release site. 

Dr. Al Segars is a veterinarian 

with the marine resources division 

of SC Department of Natural   

Resources and stewardship coordi-

nator of the ACE Basin National  

Estuarine Research Reserve.  Dr. 

Segars has been with the DNR for 

8 years and prior to joining the 

state agency worked in private 

practice in Hartsville. 

We are delighted to be working 

alongside each of them and look 

forward to their contributions to  

Carolina Wildlife Care!  

Your donation can go even farther 

for Carolina Wildlife Care, if made 

through a fund at the Central  

Carolina Community Foundation! 

After reading about Mrs. Christy 

Taucherõs generous gift to CWC 

through the Community Founda-

tion to fund an educational exhibit 

for elementary schools, Mr.   

Stewart Mungo  was inspired and 

issued a challenge to all Central 

Carolina Community  

Mungo Challenges Community Foundation Donors 

Foundation donors.  Mr. Mungo 

will match all new donations      

directed to Carolina Wildlife Care 

through the Community Foundation 

during 2007, up to $10,000.   

For anyone with a fund at the   

Community Foundation, this is an 

incredible opportunity for your    

donation to have twice the impact 

for the animals at Carolina Wildlife 

Care.  Please consider giving a gift 

from your fund today!   

If you wish to make a contribution to 

Carolina Wildlife Care from a fund at 

the Community Foundation, contact  

Joan Fail Hoffman at (803) 254- 5601 

ext. 328.  For more information 

about the Central Carolina        

Community Foundation, visit 

www.yourfoundation.org. 

While you are   

enjoying your  

summer vacation, 

please donôt for-

get about us here.  

Summer is the 

most demanding 

and costly time of 

year for Carolina 

Wildlife Care.   

Nearly half  of our 

expenses are     

incurred during 

this three month 

period.  If you 

were planning to 

send a gift later,  

we can really use 

your donation 

now.  Please      

consider making 

a donation today!  

Carolina Wildlife Care was selected 

as a host for the International Wild-

life Rehabilitation Councilõs popular 

1AB Basic Rehabilitation Class in 

Columbia, SC on May 19th and May 

20th.  The weekend class examined 

different aspects of wildlife rehabili-

tation including zoonoses, anatomy, 

nutrition, bandaging and more.    

CWC Hosts International Wildlife Class 
Close to 30 people attended the 

class, including people from SC, NC, 

Georgia, Florida, and from longer 

distances like Kentucky,  Indiana, 

Idaho and even Nicaragua!  Students 

learned both through lecture and 

hands on instruction in a lab setting 

and were given a final exam to apply 

their new knowledge. 

Some visited the Center to see   

techniques put into practice and ask 

questions regarding patient care. 

Thanks to Johannes Stratmann  and 

the USC Dept. of Biology for the 

use of their lab facilities , Dr. Greg 

Brown , Riverbanks Zoo , and CWC 

staff member, Colleen Flanagan , 

for their assistance with the labs.  
W I L D  T H I N G S  
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Witness A Natural Phenomenon!  Join Carolina Wildlife Care For  A 
Purple Martin Cruise Fundraiser on Lake Murray.  

Take a 2-hour fun-filled, sunset cruise with CWC aboard 

the Southern Patriot on Lake Murray.  Our destination, 

Bomb Island, the largest designated purple martin     

sanctuary in North America.  Enjoy wine or another 

beverage and light hors dõoeuvres as thousands of     

martins circle as far as the eye can see, putting on an       

unforgettable show.  The evening may be even more 

amazing with the special release of 2 rehabilitated     

martins, where you can watch as the young martins   

take their first flights towards freedom.                                              

It is an experience like no other!   

Name:______________________________________________ 

Address:____________________________________________ 

City:___________ St:______ Zip:________________________ 

Phone:_________________  Cell:________________________ 

Email:______________________________________________ 

# of spaces reserved:_______  

Current Members/Donors:  $40.00 pp        Non-members:  $50.00 pp 

I have enclosed a check for $____________. 

Credit card (circle one):   Visa MC 

Card #:_____________________________________________ 

Exp. Date:________________  Vcode (on back):_____________   

I cannot attend the fundraiser, but I will make a special gift to care for purple 

martins and other songbirds at CWC of $_______________. 

Send to: Carolina Wildlife Care at 5551 Bush River Rd.              

 Cola. SC  29212 

I WANT TO EXPERIENCE THE THRILL 

OF  A HAPPY BEGINNING!  

           Roe Young        

        West Columbia 

Thursday, July 26th  

6:00 pm ð 8:00 pm  

Thank you to the following sponsors : 

Miriam and Gene Mills  

Ashley and Jimmy Knight  
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Bunni and Lindsay Crawford  
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òEmotionally 

rewardingé you 

leave  feeling you 

are really making a 

difference and doing 

something  very 

good.ó  -Stacey 

Adams describing 

her volunteer 

experience 

Flock of cedar waxwings  

outside of a Subway  

store in Columbia after  

hitting window.  

Dinner Recognizes Volunteer Efforts 

Baby Shower Brings Visitors From Across SC  

Hear Their Stories 
A flock of 18 cedar waxwings 

flew into a window at Subway 

after eating...you guessed ité 

holly berries.  Three of the 

waxwings did not survive, but 

after a period of rest and re-

covery from a few wing frac-

tures, the remaining 15 were 

released.  

A fawn less than a week old 

was found at a school after 

being attacked.  Its nose, 

mouth and face suffered    

multiple lacerations, but thanks     

to the surgical help of             

Dr. Michelle Waschak  and 

LVT Tania Niles from the 

Surgical Referral           

Specialists, the fawn is doing 

well and steadily recovering. 

Four nestling Carolina wrens 

were brought to the Center 

when they were found on the 

back of a jet ski.  Not so un-

usual, except that they had just 

been towed from Fredericks-

burg, Virginia where the man 

had purchased the jet ski. The 

wrens are doing well and will 

soon be released.  Welcome 

to South Carolina! 

A hatchling gosling arrived 

from Seven Oaks Animal 

Hospital  after having its leg 

tightly bound in fishing line.  

Upon removing  the fishing 

line, further examination   

revealed that the gosling also 

had a two inch fish hook in its 

throat.  The hook was      

removed and the gosling 

treated with antibiotics.  It is 

doing well and has since joined 

other goslings at the Center. 

 

hand for the hundreds of ani-

mals behind that door.      

Visitors watched as staff and 

volunteers cared for the tiny 

furred and feathered animals.  

Guests got a glimpse into the 

hard work that goes into   

preparing animals for release, 

and were amazed to discover 

more about their natural be-

haviors from programs held at 

If you have ever been 

to the Center, you 

may have peeked over 

the Dutch door to 

catch a glimpse of 

whatõs behind it.   

Beginning early     

Saturday morning and 

throughout the   

weekend, people arrived from 

as far as Beaufort with gifts in 

Turtle Park.  Of course, resi-

dent opossum òOne Eyed 

Jackó and resident squirrel 

òWallyó were crowd favorites!  

A huge thank you to Enter-

prise Rent -A-Car on St. 

Andrews Road for donating 

the use of a mini van for the 

weekend and to Wingardõs 

Nursery  for the beautiful  

flowers in Turtle Park! 

and Josh Best and many oth-

ers.   

The 2006 Rookie of the 

Year award, presented to a 

new volunteer, was given to 

Stacey Adams in apprecia-

tion of her outstanding effort.    

The 2006 Volunteer of the 

Year  award, recognizing one 

volunteer who has made a 

significant contribution during 

the year, was presented to 

Shelia Snow for her amazing 

work with rabbits and unyield-

ing commitment to CWC.  

Executive Director, Joanna 

Weitzel, presented a special 

òSoar Awardó to Felicia 

Best for her dedication to 

taking the education program 

to new heights. 

Thank you Subway on St. 

Andrews Road and Piggly 

Wiggly on Devine Street 

for donating the great food! 

CWC took an evening away 

from the animals to recognize 

the people- CWC volunteers.  

This yearõs dinner, called the 

òVolunteer Beast Feastó, was a 

time to celebrate the hard 

work of CWCõs wonderful 

volunteers.  Among those 

volunteers honored were 

Adriana Aylard, Jamie 

McCulloch, Vickie Storey, 

Teresa Jordan, Lynn and 

Gerry King,  Junior Volun-

teers Theresa Stratmann 

Shower guests 

watch in 

awe as 

Sheila 

Snow  

syringe  

feeds 

hatchling 

songbirds.  

W I L D  T H I N G S  


