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Wildlife Center Provides Care to So Long To A De
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It has been a tough winter for the aniny

care staff, as we had to say goodbye ti)
| very special member of CWC. Onged
Jack, our sweet, male opossum, passéq
away peacefully in November due to
heart failure. He was almost 2 years oII

I
3,159 Patients in 2007 I DQG $PED
|

Carolina Wildlife Care once again
topped the 3,000 mark, admitting
3,159 patients in 2007. While
most admissions came from the
Midlands, patients arrived from as |
far north as Gaffney and from as fai
south as Hilton Head Island. Some
animals stayed at the center for o )
on|y a few days of R&R, but most I Flndlng Just the rlght words to sum Upl

This American Woodcock was one of remained for weeks or monthS, Jack is dlfflCUlt While he had a rOCky I
thousands of patients treated and recovering from trauma, surgery, Orl start at life, Jack had the most pleasarit

. for further development before | and engaging disposition, and turned
released by the center in 2007. being released. | heads wherever he went. Jack changk

the hearts and minds of so many who

Our goal seems simple enough. Carolina Wildlife Care provides quality I MXVW GLGQTW XQGHU VI
medical and rehabilitative care to the injured, orphaned and displaced anirfals

that enter our center with the goal of releasing them back into the wild. Bui iHow lucky we were to have known Jad
reality, it is a very tall order to fill. Especially when those 3,000+ animals — and we miss him tremendously, but we
represent an amazing 118 different species of wildlife as they did this pastI are forever grateful for the many people
year! Each of those species had their own special diets and unique caging that he touched during his time with us!
requirements. Many animals arrived injured, while others needed atioend |
clock care... okay, so it is not that simple! All gifts made in loving memory of Jack

) o ] ) ) b will be used in providing food and carg
Carolina Wildlife Care admitted 1,598 birds, 1,448 mammals and 83 reptilgSthe 15 norreleasable wildlife ambassa®

to the center. On average, 21 patients a day came through the doors of the qors currently residing at the center.
hospital during the summer months, and between 400 and 500 animals we're in

care on any given summer day. Most patients were brought to Carolina Wild
life Care by people concerned for their welfare after finding them in a time I)f
QHHG 2WKHUV DUULYHG HLWKHU IURP DQLPDD FRQWURO RIILFHUV
enforcement officers, tree cutters or game wardens. Overall, 64% of patielns
treated at the center last year were returned back to their natural environming.

The top five most admitted songbirds included finches, Carolina wrens,
mockingbirds, mourning doves and blue jays. And it probably comes as nd
surprise that gray squirrels topped the list for mammal admissions, followepl
by opossums, rabbits, raccoons and fawns. Some of the less common or inc
unusual patients included an American Redstart, aTRedated Loon, a
Piedbilled Grebe, and a Hoary Bat. While it is always exciting for the stafflto
care for a species less common to the area, it is the most commonly admitfed
species that are constant reminders of the impact that human influences aE)d
our pets are having on native wildlife. Carolina Wildlife Care will continue
address these challenges to restore the balance between humans and wildlife. In loving memory of Jack.
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