
 

òThe new logo is a beautiful new     

reflection of our organization.  It 

better illustrates the role that    

Carolina Wildlife Care is playing  

today in wildlife conservation.ó 

Thank you to everyone at C.C. Riggõs 

for sharing their talents and allowing 

non-profits like Carolina Wildlife 

Care to benefit from this wonderful 

program! 

Carolina Wildlife Care logo created by Riggs better illustrates role of organization  
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Please visit our  
website to learn more 

about the latest 
events at CWC.  
Check it out at  

www.carolinawildlife.
org 

Establishing harmony between humans and wildlife.    

It is time to order 

your beautiful CWC 
HOLIDAY GIFT 
CARDS!  Card 

information can be 
found inside THIS 

newsletter!  

Carolina Wildlife Care is delighted 

to have been chosen as one of only   

a dozen non-profits to participate    

in C.C. Riggõs 10th annual         

CreateAThon. 

In September, the staff of the      

Columbia, SC advertising agency 

kicked off the 24-hour work       

marathon to provide free marketing 

and creative services to selected   

non-profit organizations. Carolina     

Wildlife Care was thrilled to learn 

that it had been selected to receive   

a complete new look!   

Developed in 1998 by Riggs, a South 

Carolina marketing solutions agency, 

CreateAThon is a national network 

of communications associations and 

agencies looking to help nonprofits by 

pooling their advertising, marketing 

and public relations talent. 

From the morning of September 13th 

into the early morning hours of the 

14th, the creative team at Riggõs  

developed an array of new marketing 

materials for Carolina Wildlife Care 

including a new logo, letterhead,  

envelopes, business cards and a   

marketing communications plan for 

CWCõs various projects all pro bono. 

Thanks to the diligent efforts of   

account managers, Amanda Drinkall  

and Tim Burke, Carolina Wildlife  

Care is proud to unveil its new logo 

in this newsletter. 

òWe are so pleased with the       

results,ó remarks CWC Executive 

Director, Joanna Weitzel.  

Ruth Alber, a founding member of 

Carolina Wildlife Care, passed away 

CWC Remembers A Dear 

Friend and Founder  

September 25th to join her     

departed husband Mike.  For 16 

years, Ruth was CWCõs Financial 

Director and she remained a 

friend to animals until the end.  

Ruth had a special fondness for 

flying squirrels and cared for them 

until her health forced her to  

retire.  But even then, Ruth would 

visit regularly to see if she could 

sneak at peek of the flyers. 

We are forever grateful for Ruthõs     

dedication and commitment to 

giving wildlife a second chance.  

She will always remain at CWC   

in spirit.  



òExtinction is actually a 

natural phenomenon 

that is expected to occur 

at a rate of 1 to 5 species 

per year.  Experts believe 

we are now losing dozens 

per day-roughly 100  to 

1000 times greater than 

natural ratesó 

-The World Conservation 

Union   

Joanna Weitzel  

Executive Director  

Carolina Wildlife Care  

In July, my husband and I took a wonderful    

trip to Maui to celebrate one of those big 

òmilestoneó birthdays.   While I was there I had 

the privilege of visiting the Maui Bird           

Conservation Center.  The center is a breeding 

facility for four species of endangered Hawaiian 

birds, among them the nene (Hawaiian goose), 

the puaiohi (small thrush), the Maui parrotbill, 

and the ôalala (Hawaiian crow).   

While my heart was uplifted at the inspiring 

work being done to keep these birds on Earth, 

it also sank to hear of the mixed success of the 

breeding  programs.  As I looked into the eyes 

of one of the crows, I realized for the first time 

the true meaning of extinction.  It was         

unimaginable that I was looking at one of only 

fifty of these birds left in the world- all of which 

are housed in captivity at 2 breeding facilities.  

Extinction means forever.  I not only heard the 

word, but I felt its meaning.  My soul ached for 

these birds which may never fly free again and 

for those people that will never have the chance 

to see them in the wild. 

You donõt have to visit Hawaii to see birds and 

other species threatened with extinction.  Many 

species of birds are in trouble, real trouble.  

Populations of birds that we are accustomed to 

seeing or hearing in our own backyards are 

declining at an alarming rate.  Many of us can 

remember as a child hearing the sounds of whip-

poor-wills at dusk, or the chattering of swifts 

around chimneys.  These sounds are quickly 

disappearing.  Adorable wood thrushes could 

often be found circling the base of a tree, or 

flighty little brown-headed nuthatches scaling its 

side.  Such sights are becoming less visible in 

back yards.     

At Carolina Wildlife Care, the number of  song-

bird intakes has been steadily declining.  Today, 

we look at the warbler caught by a cat, the red-

eyed vireo that collided with glass, or the swift 

that has fallen from its nest with new  signifi-

cance.  We know that it is increasingly         

important that these birds have that much 

needed second chance.  Each one is  significant 

to the population of its species.  Bobwhite, 

woodcocks, loggerhead shrikes and many other 

less visible birds are also losing ground.  Most of us 

will not realize the extent of damage, until the   

damage is done.   

I am going to back track a little.  Last newsletter, I 

commented on non-native species and their minimal 

impact on our center.  It is important to note that 

while many introduced species may have little to no 

impact on native species, the impact of some    

introduced species can be devastating.  And among 

the most devastating of all introduced species to 

native wildlife are cats.   

Audubon acknowledges that òmany wild bird    

species could thrive in the altered habitats of    

suburbs and parks if they were not subjected to 

unnatural predation from free-roaming cats.  Birds 

that nest low or are on the ground are particularly 

vulnerable.ó  For me, the Hawaii trip not only put a 

face on extinction, but it was an eye opener to the 

toll that non-native species can take on indigenous 

wildlife and the natural environment..  Previously 

free of natural predators, many species in Hawaii 

have been wiped out by the introduction of non-

native predators like rats, mongoose, and cats.  

Such non-native species are far more visible in Maui 

than are native species.  Hawaii is certainly the  

extreme, but it provides a valuable picture of what 

can happen anywhere.  

So what do we do?  Educate yourselves and take 

responsible action.  Keep your cats inside.  If not all 

the time, at least during the morning and afternoon 

hours.  Plant native plants in yards.  Do not release 

non-native pets, like red-eared sliders, into our 

natural ecosystems.  By making simple changes, you 

too can do your part in giving  

native wildlife a second 

chance!  Best wishes. 

From the Executive Director 
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Extinct in the wild. One of only fifty ôalala 

(Hawaiian crow) remain in captivity 



Thank you to the following sponsors:  
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Join other animal lovers at the first annual certified 5K Walk/Run for 

the WILD SIDE and be a part of something exciting! 

How do I register?                                                                                       

Register online or mail completed form to CWC. 

What is the deadline for registration?                                                  

To take advantage of the $25 registration fee and secure your event 

T-shirt, your registration must be postmarked no later than          

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 20, 2007.  After that date, the registration fee 

increases to $30.  Registrations will be accepted the day of the run. 

Schedule of Events                                                                             

7:00 Event Registration Begins                                                                      

8:00 5K Certified Run/Walk                                                                   

9:00 Kidõs Fun Run                                                                             

8:30-10:30 Activities and Wildlife Programs                                           

10:00 Recognition and Awards Presentation 

Route                                                                                              

The certified 5K run and walk around Lexington will be 5 kilometers 

or 3.1 miles long.  Runners/walkers start at the Municipal Building 

on Maiden Lane and South Lake and finish back at East Main and 

Maiden Lane.  Complete course can be found at 

www.carolinawildlife.org.   

Prizes:                                                                                            

Prizes will be awarded to each male and female who place 1st, 2nd 

or 3rd in each age category for the 5K Run.  The male and female 

with the best time overall will receive a special recognition award.  

The 5K walk will be non-competitive, but recognition awards will be 

given to the 1st, 2nd and 3rd place walkers.  Medals will be awarded 

to everyone in the 1 mile Kids Fun Run.  No awards can be mailed. 

For complete walk/run information or to print a brochure, visit 

www.carolinawildlife.org/WalkForWildSide.htm or stop by the center . 

. 

Name____________________________________________ 

Address__________________________________________ 

City______________________St_______Zip____________ 

Tel__________________Email________________________ 

Age Group (check one):  _____ Under 17 

____18-24 ____25-29 ____ 30-34____ 35-39 

____40-44 ____45-49 ____ 50-54____55-59 ____60-64         

____ 65-69 ____ 70+ 

Sex_____ M _____ F 

T-shirt Size ___S ____M____L____XL 

Participation Level:   _____ 5K Run       _____5K Walk 

______Kidõs Fun Run 

_____Enclosed is the registration fee of $25  

          ($30 if received after October 20th) 

_____ One Mile Kidõs Fun Run $10 

_____ Please accept my donation of $________ 

Emergency Contact:  

Name___________________________________________ 

Tel__________________ Relationship__________________ 

Event Waiver 

In signing this release, I acknowledge that I understand the intent 

thereof, and I hereby agree and absolve and hold blameless 

Carolina Wildlife Care, business sponsors, co-operating 

organizations and any other parties connected with this event in 

any way, singly or collectively, from and against blame and liability 

for any injury, misadventure, harm, loss, inconvenience, or 

damage hereby suffered or sustained while participating in Walk 

for the Wild Side or any other activities associated therewith.  I 

hereby consent to and permit emergency treatment in the event 

of injury or illness. 

Date_________Signature_____________________________ 

Make checks payable to CWC and mail to: Carolina 

Wildlife Care at 5551 Bush River Rd, Columbia, SC 29212 

       

 

 

Walk for the WILD SIDE Registration 

NOVEMBER 3RD, 2007 
8:00 AM LEXINGTON, SC 



According to the 

Independent Sector, 

the estimated dollar 

value of a volunteerõs 

time in 2006 was 

$18.77 per hour.  

Carolina Wildlife 

Care received more 

than $262,780 in 

volunteer service last 

year alone.  

Juvenile hummingbird 

finds a nearby feeder 

after being released in 

Martin Cruise Leaves People Wanting More 

CWC Receives Extra Help On Day Of Caring 

Hear Their Stories 
A beautiful king snake was 

admitted after getting        

entangled in garden netting.  

The snake suffered a few deep 

cuts to his abdomen.  But after 

a round of antibiotics and 

some time to heal, he was 

happy to be released. 

Two nestling hummingbirds 

were admitted late in the  

season within a day of one 

another; one having been 

nearly caught by a cat and the 

other possibly orphaned.  Both 

and were released together in 

hummingbirds quickly thrived a 

Blythewood backyard full of 

butterfly bush and lantana!   

A nestling mourning dove was 

admitted after being fed a diet 

of fig newtons and bananas for 

3 days.  The bird arrived with 

crop stasis, a condition in 

which food has not digested 

properly.  After two days of 

fluid therapy and supplements, 

his crop returned to normal 

function.  The dove is doing 

well and now on a proper diet 

of seeds/grains. 

A newborn muskrat arrived at 

CWC after a dock was         

removed.   The muskrat was 

started on the appropriate   

formula and given supportive 

care.   Once its eyes opened, 

natural foods were gradually 

introduced in its diet.  Swimming 

comes instinctively to muskrats 

and most are good swimmers by 

one week of age.  Once the 

muskrat was eating well on its 

own, it was released on a private 

cove on the lake from which it 

came.  

 

in new flower beds alongside 

the front walkway at the   

wildlife center.   

Volunteers worked hard to 

prepare the bed by removing 

overgrown vines and even 

braved a patch of poison ivy or 

two.  Digging in the rock hard 

ground presented an         

unexpected challenge, so more 

than 3.5 cubic yards was    

On September 14, 

United Way of the 

Midlands held its    

annual Day of Caring in 

celebration of volunteer-

ism and the kickoff of its 

2007-2008 campaign. 

Managers from Security 

Federal Credit Union   

volunteered their time at 

Carolina Wildlife Care to put 

generously delivered at no 

cost by Mid Carolina Land-

scape Supply in Ballentine. 

The beautiful  plants, mulch, 

landscaping plan and tools 

were graciously provided by 

Wingardõs Nursery. 

Thank you to the United Way 

and to all who participated to 

truly make it a day of caring! 

us.  Roe Young and Jamie 

McCulloch had the honor of 

releasing two rehabilitated   

martins into the fast growing 

funnel cloud of birds.  Weeks of 

hard work quickly disappear, just 

as it should be.  

Thank you to our corporate 

sponsors Homeowners   

Mortgage,  The Roe Young 

State Farm Agency ,  and 

Total Wine and More and 

to the following people for 

making the cruise a success: 

Miriam Mills , Bunni &  

Lindsay Crawford, Jimmy &  

Ashley Knight, Watercol-

ors by Shirley G. Wright, 

and the Southern Patriot.  

Donõt forget to reserve your space 

early for next yearõs cruise! 

It was a sell out crowd that 

boarded the Southern Patriot 

in late July for a fun, exciting 

evening with CWC and the 

purple martins on Lake 

Murray.  Guests had their fill of 

fantastic food and drinks, but 

the one thing that kept them 

wanting moreð the purple 

martins. 

You could feel the excitement 

as the boat neared the island.  

Birds were trickling in, then 

suddenly thousands were  

arriving from all directions.   

Two special passengers were 

on the cruise, but these guests 

would not be returning with 

Left to right: Matt & Angela 

Miller, Iva 

Walters, 

Melissa 

Snyder, 

Leon 

Frazier, 

Ruby 

Jansen. 

Not     

pictured, Whitney McCarley   
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